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communal life. This place they conceived as one pro-
vided for him by the indications of his capacity,, tem-
perament and nature. Birth was taken in practice as
the first test; the heredity was of a high importance; it
was taken even in later thought as a sign of the
nature and the needed surroundings which the indi-
vidual had prepared for himself by his past soul-
development in former existences. But birth was not
considered as the sole test of varna. The intellectual
capacity, the turn of the temperament., the ethical
nature, the spiritual elevation were the important
things." There are many instances of Kshatriya kings
excelling in spiritual knowledge. Many of the Upani-
shads were written by them. Vishvamitra's attaining
Brahminhood is not certainly a solitary instance.

A society thrives on the intrinsic worth of its
members. And the members can prove their worth
only when they are given freedom to grow into the
summit of their possibilities. This livingness of social
organism is sought to be replaced today by deadening
mechanical means with the object of moulding human,
nature into a single Procrustean type; and to achieve
that end freedom is tabooed lest free-thinking should
create conflict, and obedience is exacted by forcing
man into an artificial existence so that he might
conform to the law of the machine. It ought to be
clear to those who advocate these views that the
weak who are deprived of their freedom are thereby
helped to gather strength to assert their birthright
when the time comes for them to rise.